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Sharing the road in Europe: "Move over so | can get going!”
Users reluctant to make room for others

o 26% of motorists and 57% of motorcyclists encroach on advanced stop lines
o 12% of cyclists ride on the pavement
o 85% of pedestrians cross outside protected crossings
o ..and 96% of road users are still afraid of the risky behaviour of others.

The VINCI Autoroutes Foundation publishes the results of the 3 edition of the "Sharing the Road"
study. Following on from the Barométre de la conduite responsable (Responsible Driving Barometer),
this Ipsos survey looks specifically at the behaviour of Europeans confronted with coexistence
between different modes of transport. Whether they are motorists, motorised two-wheelers, cyclists
or pedestrians, how much attention do they pay to other road users? How well do they respect the
rules of road sharing? Is their behaviour influenced by the different modes of transport they use? The
responses from 12,400 Europeans, including 2,400 from France, demonstrate that all road users must
be made aware of the need to respect others and the rules, so that they can coexist harmoniously on
the road.
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"At a time when we need to develop active modes of transport, sharing the road, and public space in general, requires everyone
to be adaptable in order to guarantee safe and peaceful journeys for all. The lack of appropriate infrastructure makes it more
difficult for different users to coexist, but it cannot justify the many risks and offences that put the most vulnerable at particular
risk.”

Bernadette Moreau,
General Delegate of the VINCI Autoroutes Foundation

=> In Europe, the regular use of active modes of transport is increasing, but is still well below that of most
European countries.

The car is the number one mode of transport in Europe. Europeans are also keen to use active modes of transport for
their daily journeys. 66% of them travel regularly on foot, and 22% (stable vs. 2022) regularly use a bicycle. Another
8% regularly use a motorised two-wheeler and 4% a scooter or a hoverboard.

Unsurprisingly, it is the Dutch who cycle most regularly (58%), well ahead of the Belgians (28%), the Poles (27%) and the
Germans (26%). The French are in equal 8™ place with the Greeks (out of 11 European countries surveyed) (13%), just
ahead of the British (10%) and the Spanish (9%).

The Spanish walk the most (78%) and the Belgians the least (50%).

=» Whatever the mode of travel, coexisting with other road users is a source of anxiety and tension.

The diversity of modes of transport (cars, motorised two-wheelers, bicycles, walking) and the evolution of their respective
shares, in a restricted public space, make coexistence between different users complex and often difficult.

A very large majority of road users report a particularly intimidating environment on the roads.
This anxiety may be linked to risky behaviour on the part of other users. This was mentioned by 92% of them, and
more particularly:

- 92% of motorists,

- 88% of regular cyclists,

- 87% of motorcyclists.
Pedestrians are also greatly affected by the risks taken by other road users. For example, 89% are afraid that a motorist
will not stop to let them pass when they are on a pedestrian crossing.

Fear of aggressive motorists is also widely emphasised by all road users: 84% of motorists, 82% of motorcyclists and
78% of cyclists agree.

=» Resistance to sharing the road, but also a feeling for some people of being in danger, are at the root of a
widespread failure to respect the areas reserved for certain categories of user.

Town and road planning must ensure that the various modes of transport coexist harmoniously, while adapting to
changes in mobility. Even in restricted environments, it is essential to ensure that spaces reserved for the most vulnerable
users are respected. However] lack of space, traffic density or simply the desire for greater safety are all reasons for
encroaching on spaces reserved for other road users, at the cost of endangering them. Each type of user has its own
admittedly bad behaviour:

e Pavements: too often occupied by cyclists and motorcyclists to the detriment of pedestrians
Pavements are spaces dedicated to pedestrians. However, motorcyclists and cyclists have a strong tendency to use them
for parking (61% of motorcyclists) or riding on (45% of motorcyclists and 72% of regular cyclists). This abusive use of
space is a danger for pedestrians, 64% of whom say they have already had a brush with a bike, scooter or hoverboard
when walking on a pavement.

e Advanced stop lines and cycle paths: disregarding the protection of cyclists
Although advanced stop lines are reserved exclusively for cyclists to enable them to position themselves ahead of
vehicles at a signalised road junction, so that they can see better and be seen, 57% of motorcyclists and 26% of motorists



admit to stopping there. Cycle paths are also abused by motorised two-wheelers and vehicles: 50% of motorcyclists
admit to using them and 18% of motorists use them to stop or park on.

e Parking, reserved lanes: inappropriate and dangerous behaviour by motorists
Often perceived by drivers as having no consequences, the liberties they take with the highway code can have serious
consequences for vulnerable road users. For example, 32% of motorists admit to regularly double-parking, 21% admit to
using bus lanes, 14% admit to using spaces reserved for people with disabilities and 15% use spaces reserved for electric
vehicles. Another sign of carelessness towards cyclists is that 36% of motorists admit to opening their doors without
checking whether cyclists are present nearby.

=>» Risk-taking and failure to observe the basic rules of the highway code affect all categories of road users.
Even though phone use is recognised as one of the main sources of distraction, and the cause of many accidents,
more than half of motorists, motorcyclists and pedestrians use their phone while driving or walking:

- 66% of motorists,

- 57% of pedestrians,

- 50% of regular motorcyclists,

- 34% of regular cyclists.

Failing to obey a red light, or the red "little man" for pedestrians, can be fatal for oneself and other road users. Yet
this offence is widely accepted by drivers, cyclists and pedestrians alike. So:
- 63% of motorists admit to driving through amber or red lights;
- 37% of regular cyclists also admit to doing so in situations where they are not authorised to do so by signs;
- 56% of pedestrians admit to crossing at a pedestrian crossing when the symbol for them is red, and 85% admit
that they sometimes cross outside any protected crossing.

The fact that more than 1 in 2 drivers (52%) fail to use their indicator when overtaking or changing direction also
reveals the prevailing individualism and indifference to other road users.

= Using different modes of transport, a factor in greater respect for other road users?

Knowing how to put yourself in the other person's shoes to understand their constraints and vulnerability is one of the
benefits of using several modes of transport. 63% of European drivers use at least one mode of transport other than
walking - motorised two-wheelers, bicycles, scooters, etc. (85% of Dutch drivers and 39% of British drivers). However,
73% of these "multi-users" say they are more cautious of others on the road (checking blind spots, respecting cycle lanes
and spaces reserved for people with disabilities, being vigilant when opening the car door, etc.).

Among motorists who regularly cycle, 39% believe that they are better at obeying road signs than when they are in their
car, and 64% believe that a cycle journey requires them to pay more attention than when driving a car.



Boxed text

=» Specific features of cycling

In Europe, slightly fewer women than men cycle regularly: (20% vs. 25%). For occasional cycling, however, this difference
is smaller (38% vs. 41%).

The feeling of safety when riding a bicycle, which is an important factor in the development of cycling, varies
significantly from country to country. While, on average in Europe 80% of cyclists feel safe when travelling by bike,
this proportion rises to 93% for the Dutch and even 60% for the French (a difference of 33 points!). These latter are also
those who feel least safe among the citizens of the 11 countries surveyed.

Wearing a helmet

Helmets are not compulsory for adults in any of the countries surveyed, with the exception of Spain, where they are
recommended in urban areas and compulsory outside them. In Europe, 28% of regular cyclists wear a helmet
frequently; British (60%) and Spanish (51%) cyclists wear a helmet the most, and Dutch cyclists the least (8%).

Blind spot

In urban areas, it is very often the misjudgment of blind spots by drivers of heavy vehicles (HGVs, buses, coaches) or
by cyclists that exposes these latter in particular. However, 52% of cyclists still say they are overtaking a bus or lorry on
the right, even though they believe they are paying attention to blind spots.

Night-time driving without lights
When cycling at night, you need to be clearly visible to ensure your safety and avoid surprising other road users. Yet this
essential safety measure is still neglected by 28% of regular French cyclists.



Survey methodology

To carry out the Responsible Driving Barometer, Ipsos conducted an online survey between 20 February and 9 March 2023,

12,400 people aged 16 and over, including 2,400 French people and at least 1,000 people in each of the 10 other countries surveyed
(Germany, Belgium, Spain, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, United Kingdom, Slovakia and Sweden).

The representativeness of each sample is ensured by the quota method.

About the VINCI Autoroutes Corporate Foundation

Created in February 2011, the VINCI Autoroutes Foundation is at the same time a laboratory, an observatory and an information tool dedicated to
changing behaviour. Involved from the outset in promoting individual and collective responsibility on the road, it has gradually extended its sphere
of action to include education, respect for the environment and openness to others through reading. So many ways in which we all aspire to drive
well on the road.

In 2022, the Foundation entered a new field, supporting projects to preserve and restore natural heritage in local areas.

Its fields of action:

- To advance research by funding innovative scientific research in the fields of risk-taking behaviour, respect for the environment and reading as

vectors for improving behaviour and, in the field of ecological engineering, by measuring the long-term impact of the actions supported to
restore natural environments;

- Raising awareness among the general public by conducting information and awareness campaigns on road risks, responsible driving and
environmental protection;

- To support community and civic initiatives by promoting projects that encourage safe mobility that respects others and the environment, and
by supporting ecological restoration projects.
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